50498642 SATB CHORUS A CAPPELLA PERUSAL
Choral - All

FRANCIS POULENC
O magnum mysterium

. from
szmz mot' is pour le temps de Nael

| FRENCH CHORAL MASTERS

First Presbyterian Church
| Istpe 106 sw 39 street
| MuSIC Gainesville FL 32601
! C1246



O magnum mysterium

from
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For mixed chorus a cappella.
Composed: 1951-52

Duration: approximately 3 minutes

Poulenc was born into a wealthy bourgeois household in Paris. He began playing piano
at age five, encouraged by his mother, an amateur pianist who came from a family of
artists. His father, the director of a successful pharmaceutical business, requested that
Francis receive a traditional education before entering in the conservatory. Poulenc was
left to follow the path of his choosing, however, as his parents both passed away before
he turned nineteen. In 1914, he began studying composition with Ricardo Vifies. Not
only did Vines premiere many of Poulenc’s works, he also acted as a spiritual guide

for the fledgling musician. Poulenc credited Vifies with his embarking on a career as

a performer and composer, and with introducing him to important contemporary
composers of the time such as Auric, Satie, and Falla. Poulenc was deeply embedded in
artistic and intellectual Parisian circles. He dedicated his first work, Rapsodie négre, to
Satie and Stravinsky recommended his music to Chester publishing house in London.
In addition, his works were performed alongside those of Milhaud, Aric, Honegger,
Tailleferre, and Durey at the studio of the painter Emile Lejeune. These gatherings led
to the founding of “Les Six” in 1920, a group of composers whose friendship was strong
despite variance in the aesthetics of their works. For long periods of his life, Pouluenc
was a devout Catholic, and his faith was a central theme in many of his works. His
works span multiple genres, including the operas Les mammelles de Tirésias, La voix
humaine and Dialogues des carmélites, concertos, 150 art songs, chamber music, piano
music and choral works, including the oratorio Gloria.

Quatre motets pour le temps de Noél was completed in 1952. Poulenc often returned to
traditional forms of French church music popular in the Renaissance, such as the motet,
that had fallen out of favor in the late eighteenth century. According to Poulenc biographer
Benjamin Ivry, the four vivid motets are “the product of a composer who has studied
hundred of religious paintings, and who tried to evoke some landscapes in his writing for
voices.”" Following the narrative of the Nativity, Poulenc intended that the movements be
performed together. However, there is a long history of them being performed separately.



O magnum mysterium

“O magnum mysterium” is a responsorial chant traditionally recanted during the
Christmas Matins, the monastic nighttime liturgy that ends at dawn. It depicts
the stable following Christ’s birth in quiet period of reprieve before its news is
proclaimed to the shepherds. Poulenc dedicated this movement to his friend,
the Dutch pianist and conductor Félix de Nobel.

O magnum mysterium, O great mystery

et admirabile sacramentum, and wonderful sacrament

ut animalia viderent Dominum natum, that animals should see the newborn Lord,
jacentem in praesepio. lying in a manger.

Beata Virgo cujus viscera Blessed virgin, whose womb

meruerunt portare was worthy to carry

Dominum Christum. Christ the Lord.

'Benjamin Ivry, Francis Poulenc (London: Phaidon Press Limited, 1996), 162.
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from Quatre motets pour le temps de Noél

Trés calme et doux 4 = 50

Francis Poulenc

[
P’ A > ) = I - T = {
Soprano (5% 1 I ]
NV R T I 1
3]
A ]
P > ) | T
Alto e 0% I 1‘\, — i i I —1 — t jeea |
;3 b" L4 b'v' : L4 L4 h' b'v' : L4 ﬁj L4
O ma - gnum__ mys-te - ri - um, et ad-mi-
o) rep et e
o ) 1 A 1 I F T 1 i T T F 1 | I —— | 1
Tenor L oF & 1 l\, 1 % :{1 1 ‘} iy I Il o 1 1 1
"?9‘4 s - o e T — — 1 —af %
O ma - gnum.__ mys - te - ri - um, et ad-mi-
8 Y ] 1] N I 1 F 1 | .. - T 1 F 1 1 I [ ]
Bass J o) ¥ n l' 17 N 1 L2 1 S 1 in 1 L7 Il bd 1 1
.\ .
O ma - gnum __ mys-te - ri - um,____ et ad-mi-
P Trés calme et doux J = 50
I{ 3 y I | { F | T F
0 % e 1 IAY 1 L] I 1 1 1 K>3 1  —
AN 3 T | I7 1 ] 1| o 1 T 11 1 )| 1 Il =7 1] 1 |
.) Ve [ 4 7L AN o 4 7 [ J [ 4 bq_’ [24 N N 4 7 ¥ q:‘ ¥
Piano rep
(for rehearsal
purposes only) Yo Y ) > A,\i >y m o
¥ T I 1=~ ) bt i ¥ = = b et
.4 r /. 12y B 1l oy - 1 121 o oy Ll et .
X L« = 7 ) & i |t 7 T st
4 [=— =3 ==

© 1952 by Rouart, Lerolle

© Editions SALABERT
Paris, France

All rights reserved
for all countries



et

TN

bien lié et bien doux

O ma - gnummys - te-ri - um___

& peine articulé

%,

AT

T

mys-
mys-
mys-

um,

o
T

vi-de - rent

vi-de - rent
vi-de - rent
vi-de - rent

um,

a
a
a

he qb‘
a

gnum

ri
ri

te
te
be
li
li

ma

b
a-ni-ma-li

ma

ma

a - ni-ma

ut
a
el

a peine articulé
a peine articulé

mys
mys

gnum
gnum

>

sa-cra-men-tum
sa-cra-men-tum

ma
ma

T

IIP

sa-cra-men - tum.__
sa-cra-men - tum__

p——r

sa-cra-men - tum __

um
um
7

=

ri
ri

7

P

R

ad-mi-ra-bi-le

el

-ra-bi-le
-ra-bi-le
-ra-bi-le

- te
- te

¥
)

O MAGNUM MYSTERIUM

n
"\




12

o o7 9T
Jﬂl ° i o Pa ||
T 1 T v R [ =l
P anl mx RH.‘ ﬁly.. ‘RHMW. m.. 2l m; 4
N 8 v 3 o3 g [
s SCnaf aCau B wul a
| B y 2 [lalll ¥ B
[=% ﬁ hoQ ._ a9 - =%
11 = ™ 8 il 5 'y * =
o ER
Pa ] =)
85 5 85 el §
(¥ V] 1 () . N V]
T < 1 « o <
Bl S w 2 owil S s i s N
N
i~ ST 191
b9
sus: S am 3 [ K
g g g g f
™™ 2 O 2 L. & 2 )
= < < < (4]
M. 5 5 SRS =
£ :
I = m L m 2 m L
5 T s G
g E ~ g 4 E
@] o o @]
&y (ST (&) & a & ._ =
<N N N
\ \

1 TTT1 I ] &
I o1
A E 3 £ oy E | E .- N
T 5 b il
= = = el N
JUfLL. [P} b L [ | [*] Pl L L
= £ g =
e 2. 30 - o =
ERE meEome i
b MM l.' 3 3 | R 8 NTT
L ot ug PN
ad £ | g Pan
< v E nEowll| § A ey
B i i ! y
o il o= sl s ] s
m ' v 1
a = [} [ Q
< -~ e ﬁrll - -
2 2 &
k3 (YN
w m m ¥ m LL
= o T
g
‘ _ 5 Lij
g = _ L _
3 =] ]
1 L -
X =
5 o -
v T i
jd
> ; 1 )
g
= N, (P
mb fher o= A m h-ats
a 1 T 7
g
B 2 & q
A m h
H O N £ AKTTT mm i O@ WLV 1ok
& N N & N
-5 R

O MAGNUM MYSTERIUM



1
/9 mf P S
> } { l‘\ T | —mammm | | = 1 T TN §
= I [ 1 b i’ L3 I I )} { 1 I
7 1 L4 7 | ITY A
%:i:tjil:h:: f HE 7 | 7 Hy
ut a-ni-ma-li - a vi - de - rent Do-mi-numna-tum__  ja-cen-tem

a - ni - ma-li - a vi - de - rent Do-mi-numna-tum___  ja-cen-tem

a - ni - ma-li - a vi - de - rent Do-mi-numna-tum__  ja-cen-tem
A
» » be » # . o L be o @ S be

C\: 1 I } 1 T «/ H F g' = F F s. ~ > 5( F g. ) — a
1 I} 7L | I S—— J— T { L 1 ) 4 70 WA
- : : I : T "4 1 : } L E ;1 } 17x

a - ni - ma-li - a vi - de - rent Do-mi-numna - tum__ Ja-cen-tem

{ { 1 1| } 1 \’

e

N

o

;%]

b

(

L |
.

N
D
T
Y
il
-
ey
)
Lk
£
o3

]

19
el

L L i 1| o 1 Y 7 y /A
A 1 LS 3

\
>
N
Nelel
Ne
|
o

i

[ -
in pree-si-pi-o____
unis
molto p trés doux '
h =p div. 0 nf
H fii 1 T { ﬁ:; 7 i: L 17 11(!;? i L2 |
by _— n_‘_

pre-si-pi - o Be - a-ta vir - go cu-jus vis ce-ra me-ru-e-runt
molto s
—=p mf
: I P —— 5 f* t f o m——
i i 7 Tt i i o m—— I = i r——]
K — I I 4 ' U e d
pre-si-pi - o____ a-ta vir - go Be - a - ta vir - go
9 ") I  —1 — Ir 4 { >  ——
A = 157 | Ml )| -I., "rfu. i F [ T
BT/ S A [
D) L4 W Te= #&_ K ‘:# * ! n
molto
my E ;
% > o T 'ﬂ va y. /- T T 7
Il V7 T I | - L5 | 1 > 1 | 4 (72
— I 14 7

O MAGNUM MYSTERIUM



o &

go___

-

———

mf
Vir
nf

o

ta

he

Be - a

P

>

k- 3
K2}

——Tx3

be

£ ™Y

#;& ﬁ;} ¥ b
Do - mi num Chris-tum.

H gl
i
re

I

Bouche fermée
bien en dehors

-fa

0

& o

go_

Vir
Vir
mf
bt |

It

ta

Be - a
bhe

A

2

IO
K3 )
1w/
[ ]

I

be

==

.
] vl

Bouche fermée
Bouche fermée

rp

N

L
Y

IaY
1y
191

gnum
be— o
gnum

P&

174

sa-cra-men-tum

ma
ma
e
ma
bel

E

17

- men - tum
bt
men - tum
be
men - tum
W

ad-mi-ra-bi-le

ad
cra
cra
o

cra

et
sa
sa
r ]
sa

[

U=
um:-=
] -
um
—~

b

ri

ri

bhe

ri
bb

te
te
te

gnummys - te-ri-um__

o

Y&
a peine articulé |

7

mys

[ ppp]

m

[ ppp]

f 4 peine articulé
A G peine articulé

)
{2y

O MAGNUM MYSTERIUM




ut a-ni-ma-li - a vi - de - rent Do-minumna - tum___ ja-cen - tem._
n " : P LA
A ! } I o —a— I X ! pum—— f s o | 1
{ ) ETO— VA 1] 1N 14 ) ) S | | 72
e — by 7 e

a - ma - li - a vi - de - rent Do-minumna-tum__  ja-cen - tem.
/ Y, ; \ P AT
I | bl‘ i I\’ O GO | I} P
ANS”4  S— Li 1 1 Vi 1 It L1l I 1 [ )} i .17 { ]L 4 }
5) [ = ] | = 1
a-ni-ma - li - a vi - de - rent Do-minumna - tum___ ja-cen - tem._
m, m
4 P f b

9 D 1 [ 15 1 Y  — 1 1 | 1 1
= o 7 o e e !—4
129" A L FAl
D} i EE% % ~——]
mif r h r
- b4 mf
e
b IF bs: qbbﬁ i b P be Lo bw"—
. - i1} A T - - L] 1 L ot |
F K3 T | r | T 17 P 1 + 1 r w7 4 } { 1
= : I t — { ¥ 1 T I 1 I ﬁ u
b i =t '
37 court court
s /) Vd S === P subito ~ —pp
T3 I T 1 | A 1 |
—y— St ==t}
1 | = 77 i 1 () [ A i
S ja-cen - tem ja-cen - tem inpre - se - pi - o
f court ;
Jf R == psubito ~ == pp
9 { { | A = I H JIL) ) I 1 |
e e e e e e L T — =
) T 1L 4 L4 = & 0o~ Py
— ja-cen - tem ja-cen-tem pre& - s - pi - o
court —
H~g o «f. b‘l' SrE o h l?Q - psubito | n =" pp
P4 | w4 — T | et I /R |~ iy 13 M <3, I J I |
e f HE—t——1t—1 72 i /8 ———— — ]~ e—7—
L 17X b 7 | 1 1 1% T I I 1] ) |
[y e f I 4
— ja-cen - tem ja-cen-tem pre& - se - pi - o
—~ bj —— ﬂ.couﬂ T psubito ~ = pp
v F‘/./rbl? f- Il.f_:fbl‘ |m IUF ) Y — T ‘i K
= = = |
N
— ja-cen - tem______ ja-cen-tem pr& - se - pi - o
court court
. | | m
. w13 f N—
};’) FA - ; d i’ r
L M )
v & B R | R
i P subito
bm —— 4
lp— s b nbo ‘ q .y
b 3 l = Pz
f ¥ : + = =

O MAGNUM MYSTERIUM

Noizay, avril 1952



8-84088-87744-6 S(_:a.n for
pricing &

”l details
g4 08887744l 1l ¢

HL50498642
SLB 5899




